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Anyway, [ moved back here and l“'l'1) d to ‘mm'e bac;k to my &
- folk’s house. Oh my God, thafwas.. Afterall these years, | -
left and they couldn't fall asleep ‘till got home bepausermey a:—;
were afraid they'd have to bail me out of* il ike they had
to do so many times before, you know? And | was staying <
at my folk’'s house and looking for a tattdo shop. So'you .

know, it took me Itket.. | mean | was out everyday for Ilke,,,
five months. i | peg W\'
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| was trying to rent but man if yau toid gm it was a tat'too -~
shop, you were don% So in | the ‘mean time, I think once
| started painting flash... 1 think | painted 22 she ﬁté’ af'
flash and cut all the s’tencﬂs in like a month and a
figured once | started painting, I'd have to find a ,S,I:lﬁp Sﬂ- I ;
remember there was this efﬁeéi,on La Cu-:-nga, rﬁan va
this horrible: like dungeon way dowr there. This guy said
- he Wétﬂt'l rent to me and tﬁemm IUQ {- 1--'3. Oh, too
Shﬂp? thm‘éfenﬁ gﬂnna be Fﬁﬂ_' _ le ¢ iﬂ:-.. “ith T SCE
| him and he wouldn’t rent to me. -Mfy;:ﬂ OUN 5e
‘| next door to where | am now. It whsv ,.:.ff-';*-;_ “‘fﬁﬂ“ﬁ' g
it looked like a bomb had hit 1t “you Know?' Nell,
this is all 1 got, man, | give up- VM€Ma m ) Fresno
“if | don’t get this shit" hole: ThIS is it, man. *gnge ;" »Soh
. | got the number off the For Rent Efgmgﬁ t,gw to this «
- office downtown. | walked in this guy's office ari |
behind the desk and they had this- ind of pon
Standing there. He goes,. “Can I"help you?” }QGICL‘
‘%&?hm to talk about. renting a shop over there. ..
gets up and slams both arms.down on the po Y W
: ='hiﬁ-rlght arm was L[Be cut off atthe wnst I Ou;
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Thissmust be the Korean maf 1a, where;“
' they don’t cut your fi Ingers off

they just cutyolir whole-fucking
nand ;ﬁ’l__ vou kn ow? (Saue
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When | was just a young Dunk rock kid | ﬂﬂ-‘f“' a tattoo
on the pike in Long Beach and when | went in.
Todd was tattooing some guy's back with a N ¢ of 2
helping him stretch the skin. When he barked “f : ;:__ ywhat
the fuck | wanted, | quickly got out of Ithem hr - of these '=; |
unknown pirates and what they might do to m st fowarda
few years and | am walking down Melrose and see 5 ~
: L great tattoos, the likes of which | had never seen befaw vell, |
Just had to meet the guy responsible and lo and behold it was _ -
Bob Roberts. Within 5 minutes | knew | was right to wait, this
was the guy | wanted to tattoo me and over the next fewyears
| amassed quite a few from him. He was always fmﬁvr-ﬂﬁ!mlz e’ 4
and quick-witted and. obviously, he left quite an impressionon -
::Zdl-ta;i;:qee ;vben broke me into this mad circus and lm
; € many of the things he taught me wt
! It was bad, huh? work, both artistically and phnosophicgaily I woulgd |later find out *'?"ﬂ _

that first shop | went into at the pike was the shop BOb start -
at. Much love and respect always to Bob!
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Sob. Shawt ﬂg a beoth* there and*e\}erythmg Yaufﬂmow Al the
new s@hﬁd stuff started happening then. A lot of people didn’t
ike each other;"you. know? A lot of people. Were intimidated by
he  one needle stuff. People Wutﬂ 'say, “Oh, that shit won't
1p_more.than’a couple ye ‘_f s.”_They were all intimidated -

it it would re ;acaewe@@mqg It was like, “Geez, that fine-
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. ~thoughtit

%, ine stuff, that’s fike old-time stuff.” {Me, I'was always good at

" etail: Sojh' first -;hng_lmd was: pick u‘pa»sgngte-needle and all -
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e " a sudden, | could get alt this stufffin there. AR T 4
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5 And*you' Know, that whole con
eys that if you're an artl:
S0Me mpéc.and paint and yo
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tattc Se»wna;_glctat*trends 18 what those wanna get. it’'s what
~ tomers eomein the.door and want. You mew that's . what keeps us

at's ‘what+dictates what's going to be happening. Of

rt and we do Whatxwe do and we put itiout there, if .

at You cnow, if.they don't, you better ﬁgmfe @ut somethtﬂg‘ o,

> Wi at’ gm@portaﬁ‘g ’s getting these tattoos, not who's.
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| Family Photo:

=~ Charlie Roberts (snake head)

it was still there, lt
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they started wanting that tradttional
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You did that in New York? That's where

that happened?
> And that was basicall
R e - doing those? When’s t¥le ﬂrs;
f Sl woTSRRCHEN N time you went to Japan?
;
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That was yo
there? et Ui out
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 fucking buys some kit and he’s... |
that’s part of the problem?
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up ,he was involved somewh:

: | - the music scene at the time an

kept some late hours.Over time he

el ML . covered my chest shoulders and
W back. | am glad he spent some

. v time back east,it worked out in
5 my favor.Thanks for the great work

Bob.

- Jerry Redds (Carolina Red)

Steve Serazio
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